Curriculum Policy

Guidelines for Adding Program to Core/CATE Curriculum

Purpose:  To establish the basic structure for the integration of programs to enhance the core curriculum, ensure program cohesiveness and address unmet needs of students.   District and school instructional leaders will have the responsibility of carefully selecting programs that address unmet needs identified in their needs assessment, ensure curriculum overload is not negatively impacting effective implementation of the instructional program and shall align with the Comprehensive School Reform Model of the school.

The school or department requesting program approval must complete a Program Approval Application addressing the following program elements and appear before the District Curriculum Review Team:

· Program description (include supporting research)

· Linkage to District Goals

· Linkage to District Curriculum

· Target Grades and/or Students (supporting data)

· Year of Implementation

· Annual Budget

· Funding Source

· Program evaluation (formative and summative)

The District Curriculum Review Team will comprise the following members:  

· Superintendent

· School Board Curriculum Committee Chairperson

· Deputy Superintendent of Instruction and Student Achievement

· District Curriculum Coordinator Team

· Curriculum Specialists (if any assigned in district)

· Other appropriate district supervisors

· A minimum of one teacher with demonstrated expertise in the content area

The District Curriculum Review Team shall respond to the applicant within a ten-day period.

